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he opportunity to take a fresh

look at the nation’s history is al-

ways an exciting one. This text

represents a solid interpretation
of traditional economic and political history,
while also including many original insights
into social and cultural changes that have
influenced and been influenced by eco-
nomic and political events. Special attention
has also been paid to the role of technol-
ogy. What emerges, in fact, is a vivid picture
of the interrelationship of a nation’s technol-
ogy with its culture and its political and eco-
nomic life. It is hoped that students will gain
insights into the ideas and events that in-
spired this nation's founding and continue
to influence its development.

Of special importance are the biogra-
phies. The fascinating people profiled
range from Phillis Wheatley to W. E. B.
DuBois, from Parson Weems to Belva
Lockwood, from Dorothea Dix to J. Robert
Oppenheimer.

The book that results is an engrossing
story of a young nation engaged in what
Thomas Paine described as a “bold and
sublime experiment” in government. We
hope you enjoy the story of the continuing
effort to realize the high ideals of this na-
tion’s founding.
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